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City of Petersburg
Economic Development Authority Meeting Minutes

February 26, 2026
6:00 PM
Petersburg Public Library
201 W. Washington Street (Multi – Purpose Room)
Petersburg, VA 23803


1. Call to order – Mr. Samuel Rhue, Chairman
a. Called to order at 6:02pm
2. Roll call of Board Members
a. Present:  Chairman Samuel Rhue, Vice Chairman Joel Erb, Benjamin Jarvela, Kofi Adih
b. Absent:  Secretary / Treasurer Winston Sanders, Kofi Annan, Dr. Abdullah
3. Determination of the Presence of a Quorum 
a. Quorum established
4. Moment of Silence
a. Observed
5. Reports / responses to previous public information period
a. None
6. Approval of the Minutes- 
· January 20, 2026 and January 28, 2026
· Motion made by Mr. Erb and Second by Mr. Jarvela; motion carried.
7. Financial Report – Mr. Winston Sanders
a. See attached report
i. Motion made by Mr. Jarvela and Second by Mr. Erb; motion carried.
b. Mr. Erb is reminding the board that an audit is needed.
8. Report from the Chairman
a. Says thank you for the kinds words of comfort as it refers to the passing of his sister.
b. Discussion of the new and exciting projects in the city.
9. New Business –
a. None
10. [bookmark: _Hlk95397881]Old Business
a. Updates to Subcommittees
i. Bylaws – Dr. Abdullah
1. None
ii. SWOT Analysis – Mr. Erb
1. As of the last report from July 2025, there has been some progress.
2. Brief discussion of the obtaining of the Halifax Triangle.
3. Would like to revisit priorities in light of the casino opening.
4. Will have a revised and updated status of the goals.
iii. Revolving Loan Fund – Secretary / Treasurer Sanders
1. See attached report.
11. Economic Development Report – Brian Moore, Director of Economic Development
a. EDA Training Opportunities from University of Virginia’s Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service by Bryan David.
i. See attached presentation.
b. Introduction of Mr. Jeff Stoke, Deputy City Manager 
i. Will be scheduled for the next meeting as he had an emergency.
12. Business or reports from the Vice Chairman or other members of the EDA Board
a. None	
13. Public Comment Period
a. None
14. Announcements - 
a. Next EDA meeting – March 26, 2026 at 6:00pm
i. TBA
15. Adjournment
a. Meeting adjourned at 6:38pm
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